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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

page 5, line 10, the "lid 23" is incorrectly referred to. The reference 
number for the lid is 22; and 

page 5, line 1 1 , the "vent 1 1" is incorrectly referred to. The reference 
number for the vent is 23. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Within the claim limitation that "said vent recess disposed 
between said vent recess and filter cover", the first recited "said vent recess" cannot be 
disposed between itself and the filter cover. For examination purposes, Claim 9 is 
interpreted to read "a sheet filter covering the vent and said sheet filter disposed 
between said vent recess and said filter cover" as indicated in Figure 5 of the applicant's 
drawing. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
Obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

6. Claims 1-6 and 8-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wagner (WO 99/27969 the English equivalent, U.S. Patent No. 
6620390). 

As to Claims 1 and 8, Wagner ('390) discloses a vent filter seal for a sterilization 
container (Figure 10) having a vent (29A in the wall 12A) through which sterilization 
media is introduced into the container (12A, 10) and a sheet filter (50A) inside the 
container (12A, 10) covering the vent (see Figures 6, 9 and 11) comprising: 

a vent recess (recess into which 64 is fit into) in the container (the wall 12A which 
comprises the overall container with 10) surrounding the vent (see Figures 6, 9 and 10); 

a gasket (64) disposed within said vent recess over which the sheet filter (50, 
50A) is placed (see Figures 6, 9 and 10); and 
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a filter cover (62) surrounds the vent (Figures 6-10). 

As to the limitation that the filter cover having a ridge sized to fit into said vent 
recess, while Wagner ('390) does not specifically disclose this configuration in 
illustrations of Figures 6-10, Wagner ('390) discloses that the "filter holder plate is fixed 
on the outer edge of the intermediate cover in any desired way, for example by 
clamping... [so that] no cavities remain upon deliberate dismantling (e.g. filter 
replacement or filter inspection)" (Col. 5, lines 10-15) which is deemed to incorporate 
the configuration of clamping the filter cover/holder plate through a ridge appropriately 
sized which can be forced into the vent recess to produce clamping effect, as this 
configuration is a well known closing mechanism (which is exemplified in Figures 1, 6 
and 9-11 to effect closing of the sterilization container through the recess in cover 12 on 
10 via a sealing ring 14), in order to provide a closing mechanism between the lid/cover 
(1 2A) and filter cover/holder plate (62). 

As to Claim 2, Wagner ('390) discloses that the vent filter seal further comprises 
a ridge (bump/ridge formed on the exterior surface where the gasket 64 is located) on 
the exterior of the container surrounding the vent (see Figures 6 and 9-1 0). 

As to Claim 3, Wagner ('390) discloses that the vent filter seal wherein the ridge 
is the opposite side of said vent recess (see where the gasket 64 is located in Figures 6 
and 9-10). 
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As to Claim 4, Wagner ('390) discloses that the vent filter seal further comprises 
mechanical means locking said filter cover onto the container ("filter holder plate is fixed 
on the outer edge of the intermediate cover in any desired way, for example by 
clamping or screwing," Col. 5, lines 10-12) and the disclosure's examples of clamping or 
screwing requires use of a positive force to urge the two separate parts together to 
interface one another. 

As to Claim 5, Wagner ('390) discloses that the vent filter seal wherein the filter 
cover (62) and the vent (12 A) are spaced apart (68, 68B) when said filter cover (62) is 
locked onto the cover (12A) (see Figures 6 and 10). 

As to Claim 6, Wagner ('390) discloses that the vent filter seal wherein the vent is 
a pattern of holes (29A) through the container (12A) and the filter cover (62) further 
comprising a pattern of holes (66) through said cover (62) within the area defined by 
said filter cover ridge (see Figures 6-10, specifically Figures 7-8). 

As to Claim 9, Wagner ('390) discloses a vent filter seal for a sterilization 
container (Figure 10) further comprising: 

a sheet filter (50A) covering the vent (29A) and said sheet filter (50A) disposed 
between said vent recess and said filter cover (62) (see Figure 10); . 
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means locking said filter cover (62) onto the wall of the container (12A) and 
urging said cover ridge into said vent recess against said gasket (64) with said sheet 
filter (50A) therebetween (Col. 5, lines 10-12; "filter holder plate is fixed on the outer 
edge of the intermediate cover in any desired way, for example by clamping or 
screwing" and such examples of clamping or screwing requires use of a positive force to 
urge the two separate parts together to interface one another). 

As to Claim 10, Wagner ('390) discloses that the vent filter seal wherein the filter 
cover (62) and the vent (12 A) are spaced apart (68, 68B) when said filter cover (62) is 
locked onto the cover (12A) (see Figures 6 and 10). 

As to Claim 1 1 , Wagner ('390) discloses that the vent filter seal wherein the vent 
is a pattern of holes (29A) through the container wall (12A) and the filter cover (62) 
further comprises: 

a pattern of holes (66) through said cover (62) within the area defined by said 
filter cover ridge (see Figures 6-10, specifically Figures 7-8). 

Thus, Claims 1-6 and 8-1 1 would have been obvious within the meaning of 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) in view of teachings of Wagner ('390). 
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7. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wagner (WO 99/27969 the English equivalent, U.S. Patent No. 6620390) in 

view of Frieze (WO 99/40948). 

As to Claim 1 , Wagner ('390) discloses a vent filter seal for a sterilization 
container (Figure 10) having a vent (29A) through which sterilization media is introduced 
into the container (12A, 10) and a sheet filter (50A) inside the container (12A, 10) 
covering the vent (see Figures 6, 9 and 1 1) comprising: 

a vent recess (recess into which 64 is fit into) in the container (12A) surrounding 
the vent (see Figures 6, 9 and 11); 

a gasket (64) disposed within said vent recess over which the sheet filter (50, 
50A) is placed (see Figures 6, 9 and 10); and 

a filter cover (62) surrounds the vent. 

As to the limitation that the filter cover possesses a ridge sized to fit into said vent 
recess, Wagner ('390) does not appear to specifically teach this limitation. 

Frieze ('948) discloses a vent filter seal for a sterilization container (10) having a 
vent (18) through which sterilization media is introduced into the container (10) (page 3, 
lines 18-19) and a sheet filter (20) inside the container (10) covering the vent (18) 
comprising: 

a gasket (46, 48) over which the sheet filter (20) is placed (Figures 2A and 5A); 

and 
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a filter cover (30 or 32) having a ridge (38; page 8, lines 11-13) surrounds the 
vent (see Figures 1A and 1C). 

The filter cover possess a ridge which surround the vent to provide an 
appropriately sized/shaped location to fit the gasket between the cover and the filter so 
that a good seal can be maintained in order to "prevent any steam, dust or other 
airborne particles or microorganisms from passing through the opening in the cover 
without passing through the filter" into the sterilization container (page 7, line 24 
through page 8, lines 1-2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention to provide a ridge on the filter cover in the filter cover of Wagner ('390) in order 
to prevent contamination of the sterilization container content by providing an 
appropriate closing mechanism between the filter cover, gasket, filter and the lid as 
shown by Frieze. 

As to the limitation that the filter cover with a ridge is sized fit into the vent recess, 
neither Wagner ('390) nor Frieze ('948) teaches this specific limitation. 

However, Wagner ('390) discloses that the "filter holder plate is fixed on the outer 
edge of the intermediate cover in any desired way, for example by clamping... [so that] 
no cavities remain upon deliberate dismantling (e.g. filter replacement or filter 
inspection)" (Col. 5, lines 10-15) which is deemed to incorporate the configuration of 
clamping the filter cover/holder plate through a ridge appropriately sized which can be 
forced into the vent recess to produce clamping effect, as this configuration is a well 
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known closing mechanism (which is exemplified in Figures 1, 6 and 9-1 1 to effect 
closing of the sterilization container through the recess in cover 12 on 10 via a sealing 
ring 14), in order to provide a closing mechanism between the lid/cover (12A) and filter 
cover/holder plate (62). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention to provide the ridge in the filter cover (such as that of Frieze that is 
appropriately sized) to fit into the vent recess in the sterilization container of Wagner in 
order to provide a closure mechanism between the lid/cover and the filter holder/cover 
as well as for proper sealing within the vent filter seal assembly through provision of a 
properly shaped location for the gasket as shown by Frieze. 

As to Claim 2, Wagner ('390) discloses that the vent filter seal further comprises 
a ridge (bump/ridge formed on the exterior surface where the gasket 64 is located) on 
the exterior of the container surrounding the vent (see Figures 6 and 9-10). 

As to Claim 3, Wagner ('390) discloses that the vent filter seal wherein the ridge 
is the opposite side of said vent recess (see where the gasket 64 is located in Figures 6 
and 9-10). 

As to Claim 4, Wagner ('390) discloses that the vent filter seal further comprises 
mechanical means locking said filter cover onto the container ("filter holder plate is fixed 
on the outer edge of the intermediate cover in any desired way, for example by 
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clamping or screwing," Col. 5, lines 10-12) and the disclosure's examples of clamping or 
screwing requires use of a positive force to urge the two separate parts together to 
interface one another. 

Frieze ('948) also discloses that the vent filter seal further comprises mechanical 
means (50, 58, 60, 62, 64; pages 9-10), locking said filter cover onto the container and 
urging said vent recess with a positive force (page 10, lines 3-6). 

As to Claim 5, Wagner ('390) discloses that the vent filter seal wherein the filter 
cover (62) and the vent (12 A) are spaced apart (68, 68B) when said filter cover (62) is 
locked onto the cover (12A) (see Figures 6 and 10). 

As to Claim 6, Wagner ('390) discloses that the vent filter seal wherein the vent is 
a pattern of holes (29A) through the container (12A) and the filter cover (62) further 
comprising a pattern of holes (66) through said cover (62) within the area defined by 
said filter cover ridge (see Figures 6-10, specifically Figures 7-8). 

Frieze ('948) also discloses that the vent filter seal wherein the vent (114) is a 
pattern of holes (1 14a-1 14d) through the container (102) and the filter cover (128) 
further comprising a pattern of holes (128a-128e) through said cover (128) within the 
area (36) defined by said filter cover ridge (38) (see Figures 2A and 5A). 
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As to Claim 7, while Wagner ('390) discloses holes of the vent (29A) and holes 
(66) of the filter cover (62) are concentric according to the figures, Wagner fails to teach 
that the vent holes and the holes of the filter cover are offset relative to each other. 

Frieze ('948) discloses that the vent filter seal wherein the holes (1 14a-1 14d) of 
the vent (114) and said holes (128a-128e) of said filter cover (128) are offset relative to 
each other in order to prevent sharp objects from entering the holes of the vent and 
exiting through the holes of filter cover (page 15, lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention to provide the offset configuration of vent holes with the filter cover holes in 
the vent filter seal assembly of Wagner in order to prevent damage to the sheet filter 
positioned between these two structures (vent and the filter cover) so that the content's 
sterility would not be compromised by filter puncturing as shown by Frieze. 

As to Claim 8, Wagner ('390) discloses a vent filter seal for a sterilization 
container (Figure 10) having a wall (12A) containing a vent (29A) through which 
sterilization media is introduced into the container (10) and a sheet filter (50A) inside the 
container (1 0) covering the vent (see Figures 6, 9 and 1 1 ) comprising: 

a vent recess (recess into which 64 is fit into) formed in the wall (12A) around the 
vent (29A) defining a ridge (see bump/ridge formed on the exterior surface where the 
gasket 64 is located, opposite the vent recess) outside the container (12A) (see Figures 
6, 9 and 11); 
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a gasket (64) disposed within said vent recess over which the sheet filter (50, 
50A) is placed (see Figures 6, 9 and 10); and 
a filter cover (62) surrounds the vent. 

As to the limitation that the filter cover possesses a ridge sized to fit into said vent 
recess, Wagner ('390) fails to specifically teach this limitation. 

Frieze ('948) discloses a vent filter seal for a sterilization container (10) having a 
vent (18) through which sterilization media is introduced into the container (10) (page 3, 
lines 18-19) and a sheet filter (20) inside the container (10) covering the vent (18) 
comprising: 

a gasket (46, 48) over which the sheet filter (20) is placed (Figures 2A and 5A); 

and 

a filter cover (30 or 32) having a ridge (38; page 8, lines 11-13) surrounds the 
vent (see Figures 1 A and 1 C). 

The filter cover possess a ridge which surround the vent to provide an 
appropriately sized/shaped location to fit the gasket between the cover and the filter so 
that a good seal can be maintained in order to "prevent any steam, dust or other 
airborne particles or microorganisms from passing through the opening in the cover 
without passing through the filter" into the sterilization container (page 7, line 24 
through page 8, lines 1-2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention to provide a ridge on the filter cover in the filter cover of Wagner ('390) in order 
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to prevent contamination of the sterilization container content by providing an 
appropriate closing mechanism between the filter cover, gasket, filter and the lid as 
shown by Frieze. 

As to the limitation that the filter cover with a ridge is sized to fit into the vent 
recess, neither Wagner ('390) nor Frieze ('948) teaches this specific limitation. 

However, Wagner ('390) discloses that the "filter holder plate is fixed on the outer 
edge of the intermediate cover in any desired way, for example by clamping... [so that] 
no cavities remain upon deliberate dismantling (e.g. filter replacement or filter 
inspection)" (Col. 5, lines 10-15) which is deemed to incorporate the configuration of 
clamping the filter cover/holder plate through a ridge appropriately sized which can be 
forced into the vent recess to produce clamping effect, as this configuration is a well 
known closing mechanism (which is exemplified in Figures 1 , 6 and 9-1 1 to effect 
closing of the sterilization container through the recess in cover 12 on 10 via a sealing 
ring 14), in order to provide a closing mechanism between the lid/cover (12A) and filter 
cover/holder plate (62). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention to provide the ridge in the filter cover (such as that of Frieze that is 
appropriately sized) to fit into the vent recess in the sterilization container of Wagner in 
order to provide a closure mechanism between the lid/cover and the filter holder/cover 
as well as for proper sealing within the vent filter seal assembly through provision of a 
properly shaped location for the gasket. 
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As to Claim 9, Wagner ('390) discloses a vent filter seal for a sterilization 
container (Figure 10) further comprising: 

a sheet filter (50A) covering the vent (29A) and said sheet filter (50A) disposed 
between said vent recess and said filter cover (62) (see Figure 10); 

means locking said filter cover (62) onto the wall of the container (12A) and 
urging said cover ridge into said vent recess against said gasket (64) with said sheet 
filter (50A) therebetween (Col. 5, lines 10-12; "filter holder plate is fixed on the outer 
edge of the intermediate cover in any desired way, for example by clamping or 
screwing" and such examples of clamping or screwing requires use of a positive force to 
urge the two separate parts together to interface one another). 

Frieze ('948) also discloses that the vent filter seal further comprises mechanical 
means (50, 58, 60, 62, 64; pages 9-10), locking said filter cover onto the container and 
urging said vent recess with a positive force (page 10, lines 3-6). 

As to Claim 10, Wagner ('390) discloses that the vent filter seal wherein the filter 
cover (62) and the vent (12 A) are spaced apart (68, 68B) when said filter cover (62) is 
locked onto the cover (12A) (see Figures 6 and 10). 



Application/Control Number: 10/796,643 Page 15 

Art Unit: 1744- 

As to Claim 1 1 , Wagner ('390) discloses that the vent filter seal wherein the vent 
is a pattern of holes (29A) through the container wall (12A) and the filter cover (62) 
further comprises: 

a pattern of holes (66) through said cover (62) within the area defined by said 
filter cover ridge (see Figures 6-10, specifically Figures 7-8). 

Frieze ('948) also discloses that the vent filter seal wherein the vent (1 14) is a 
pattern of holes (1 14a-1 14d) through the container (102) and the filter cover (128) 
further comprises: 

a pattern of holes (128a-128e) through said cover (128) within the area (36) 
defined by said filter cover ridge (38) (see Figures 2A and 5A). 

As to Claim 12, while Wagner ('390) discloses holes of the vent (29A) and holes 
(66) of the filter cover (62) are concentric according to the figures, Wagner fails to teach 
that the vent holes and the holes of the filter cover are offset relative to each other. 

Frieze ('948) discloses that the vent filter seal wherein the holes (1 14a-1 14d) of 
the vent (1 14) and said holes (128a-128e) of said filter cover (128) are offset relative to 
each other in order to prevent sharp objects from entering the holes of the vent and 
exiting through the holes of filter cover (page 15, lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention to provide the offset configuration of vent holes with the filter cover holes in 
the vent filter seal assembly of Wagner in order to prevent damage to the sheet filter 
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positioned between these two structures (vent and the filter cover) so that the content's 
sterility would not be compromised by filter puncturing as shown by Frieze. 

Thus, Claims 1-12 would have been obvious within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) over the combined teachings of Wagner ('390) and Frieze ('948). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Regina Yoo whose telephone number is 571-272-6690. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gladys Corcoran can be reached on 571-272-1214. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. f)n/) 
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